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AMERICAN SOU L

A B O U T  T H E  S H O W

A m e r i c a n  S o u l  i s  t h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  m a k e  t h e  d r e a m  o f  S o u l  Tr a i n  c o m e  t r u e .  S e t  i n  t h e 

e a r l y  7 0 ’ s ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  m u s i c ,  d a n c e ,  f a s h i o n  a n d  g l a m o u r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  u n t o l d  s t o r y  o f  t h e  l a u n c h  o f  t h e 

f i r s t  n a t i o n a l l y  s y n d i c a t e d  B l a c k  m u s i c  s h o w  a n d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  t h e  m u s i c  s t o p s .  B a t t l e s  w i t h 

r e c o r d  l a b e l s  f o r  t o p  t a l e n t ,  o f f - c a m e r a  d r a m a  a s  y o u n g  d a n c e r s  v i e  f o r  t h e  s p o t l i g h t ,  s t a n d  i n  t h e  w a y 

o f  a  3 0 - s o m e t h i n g  D o n  C o r n e l i u s  w h o  i s  s a c r i f i c i n g  a l l  t h a t  h e  l o v e s  t o  f o l l o w  h i s  d r e a m .  T h e  j o u r n e y s 

o f  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s  c o l l i d e  i n  a  r a c i a l l y  c h a r g e d  L A  w i t h  t h e  o d d s  s t a c k e d  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  A l l  t h e y  h a v e  i s 

e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t h e  m a g i c  o f  S o u l  Tr a i n .



3

TH E CAST
THE CAST AND CHARACTERS

9/17/2018 4

1.) SINQUA WALLS as Don Cornelius

Coming into prominence for his role as Shawn on 
Power, Sinqua has made appearances on 
several shows including Teen Wolf, Friday Night 
Lights, The Breaks, and BET’s Tales. 

Don Cornelius – Formidable. Flawed. Fascinating. 
Statuesque and stylish with a cool veneer hiding 
his internal rage, Don is a man that has failed at 
every job he’s ever had from insurance salesman 
to security guard to police officer... until the birth 
of Soul Train. A tortured soul with an eye for 
greatness, Don is clearly a man torn between his 
family who loves his creation more than his 
family, and himself more than anything. 

2.) JASON DIRDEN as Gerald Aims

Fresh off his role as Basie Shanks in Greenleaf, 
Jason is a burgeoning performer with a 
background in both TV and theatre, with credits 
including Elementary and House of Payne.

Gerald Aims – Instinctive. Opportunistic. 
Impulsive. An established gangster and club 
owner who hasn’t lost the hustle, Aims is an 
alpha-dog who’d rather scare you than kill you, 
but ain’t afraid to do both. Aims becomes Don 
Cornelius’s close associate – perhaps his only 
friend. As Aim introduces Don to the decadent 
world of LA, he’ll grow intrigued by the “legit” 
role Don plays, and recognize that Soul Train is 
the quickest ticket to where he wants to go – if 
only Don would let him aboard.
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3.) IANTHA RICHARDSON as Tessa George

Hailing from DC, Iantha is relatively new to TV, 
most recently casted as Adult Tess in NBC’s hit 
show This Is Us.  With a background in theatre 
and dance, she graduated Fordham University 
from The Ailey School.

Tessa George – Passionate. Loyal. Perfectionist. 
Tessa is a risk-taker, not afraid of the next 
challenge or adventure. She’s a classically 
trained ballerina who broke down racial barriers 
to make a name for herself... even though she 
had to live in Germany to do so. Tessa is the Soul 
Train Dance Coordinator with an excellent sense 
for talent, who believes she can save every 
wayward dancer in her care. Over the course of 
the season, she’ll mature as a businesswoman 
and find her groove as a wife, while clashing 
with Don Cornelius over the essence of what Soul 
Train should be.

AMERICAN SOUL

THE CAST AND CHARACTERS

4.) KATLYN NICHOL as Simone Clarke

Katlyn is a talented R&B singer who was signed 
to Mary J. Blige's Matriarch/Island Def Jam label 
when she was just 12 years old. She has gone on 
to perform at venues like Radio City Music Hall 
and appeared on FOX’s Shots Fired. 

Simon Clarke – Talented. Ambitious. 
Adventurous. Simone rebels against the 
overprotectiveness of her family who still see her 
as the little girl who nearly died as a child. She’s 
a “glass half-full” dream-chaser who’s bound 
and determined to find fame in the world of 
music. Luckily for her, this triple threat... 
actor...singer... dancer... star has everything it 
takes to make her dreams reality. But there will 
be a heavy price to pay for the applause 
Simone seeks, and sadly, she will pay it in full. 

9/17/2018 5

3.) IANTHA RICHARDSON as Tessa George

Hailing from DC, Iantha is relatively new to TV, 
most recently casted as Adult Tess in NBC’s hit 
show This Is Us.  With a background in theatre 
and dance, she graduated Fordham University 
from The Ailey School.

Tessa George – Passionate. Loyal. Perfectionist. 
Tessa is a risk-taker, not afraid of the next 
challenge or adventure. She’s a classically 
trained ballerina who broke down racial barriers 
to make a name for herself... even though she 
had to live in Germany to do so. Tessa is the Soul 
Train Dance Coordinator with an excellent sense 
for talent, who believes she can save every 
wayward dancer in her care. Over the course of 
the season, she’ll mature as a businesswoman 
and find her groove as a wife, while clashing 
with Don Cornelius over the essence of what Soul 
Train should be.

AMERICAN SOUL

THE CAST AND CHARACTERS

4.) KATLYN NICHOL as Simone Clarke

Katlyn is a talented R&B singer who was signed 
to Mary J. Blige's Matriarch/Island Def Jam label 
when she was just 12 years old. She has gone on 
to perform at venues like Radio City Music Hall 
and appeared on FOX’s Shots Fired. 

Simon Clarke – Talented. Ambitious. 
Adventurous. Simone rebels against the 
overprotectiveness of her family who still see her 
as the little girl who nearly died as a child. She’s 
a “glass half-full” dream-chaser who’s bound 
and determined to find fame in the world of 
music. Luckily for her, this triple threat... 
actor...singer... dancer... star has everything it 
takes to make her dreams reality. But there will 
be a heavy price to pay for the applause 
Simone seeks, and sadly, she will pay it in full. 

9/17/2018 6

5.) JELANI WINSTON as Kendall Clarke

Recognized as a top high school theatre 
performer in Georgia, Jelani as performed in a 
few notable musicals including Les Mis and Little 
Shop of Horrors for which he won a Shuler 
Hensley award recognizing the best high school 
performers in the state of Georgia.  He is the 
older brother of rising star, Jahi Winston who was 
cast in The New Edition Story.

Kendall Clarke – Vain. Impatient. Tons of fun. 
Kendall has the chiseled body of a man but the 
mindset of a spoiled brat. Growing up as the 
lone son of military man, Kendall is not yet his 
father’s son, but he is a teenaged dad torn 
between wanting the love of his baby’s mama, 
Victoria and needing to be the “playa” his 
nature begs him to be. A true talent, with mad 
dancing skills and a powerful voice, Kendall finds 
himself longing for success, but growing jealous 
of his sister, Simone, as she gets everything he 
wants. 

AMERICAN SOUL

THE CAST AND CHARACTERS

6.) CHRISTOPHER JEFFERSON as Jeffrey “JT” 
Tucker

With a background in theatre, Christopher has 
appeared on Angie Tribeca, SWAT, Blackish, and 
AMC’s Fifth Ward as the lead.

Jeffrey “JT” Tucker – Gifted. Distrustful. An old 
soul. JT is a natural-born music producer who 
can play everything from Bootsie to Bach. He 
may not dance like Kendall or sing like his secret 
love, Simone, but as the third member of Encore, 
he holds his own. Burdened with being the “man 
of the house” since childhood, JT’s main goal is 
getting paid in order to keep his drug-addict 
mom and baby sister from living on the streets. 
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D O N  C O R N E L I U S T E S S A  G E O R G E

S I M O N E  C L A R K E

K E N D A L L  C L A R K E

G E R A L D  A I M S J E F F R E Y  “J T ”  T U C K E R

F o r m i d a b l e .  F l a w e d . 

F a s c i n a t i n g .  D o n  i s  a 

m a n  t h a t  h a s  f a i l e d 

a t  e v e r y  j o b  h e ’ s  e v e r 

h a d . . .  u n t i l  t h e  b i r t h 

o f  S o u l  Tr a i n .

A  t o r t u r e d  s o u l  w i t h 

a n  e y e  f o r  g r e a t n e s s ,  D o n  i s  c l e a r l y  a  m a n 

w h o  l o v e s  h i s  c r e a t i o n  m o r e  t h a n  h i s  f a m i l y , 

a n d  h i m s e l f  m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g .

I n s t i n c t i v e . 

O p p o r t u n i s t i c . 

I m p u l s i v e .  A n 

e s t a b l i s h e d  g a n g s t e r 

a n d  c l u b  o w n e r , 

A i m s  b e c o m e s  D o n 

C o r n e l i u s ’ s  c l o s e 

a s s o c i a t e  – p e r h a p s 

h i s  o n l y  f r i e n d .  A i m s  i n t r o d u c e s  D o n  t o  t h e 

d e c a d e n t  w o r l d  o f  L A ,  g r o w i n g  i n t r i g u e d 

b y  t h e  “ l e g i t ”  r o l e  D o n  p l a y s .  S o u l  Tr a i n  i s 

A i m s ’ s  t i c k e t  t o  w h e r e  h e  w a n t s  t o  g o . 

Ta l e n t e d .  A m b i t i o u s . 

A d v e n t u r o u s .  S i m o n e 

i s  a  “ g l a s s  h a l f - f u l l ” 

d r e a m - c h a s e r  w h o ’ s 

b o u n d  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d 

t o  f i n d  f a m e  i n  t h e 

w o r l d  o f  m u s i c .  B u t 

t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  h e a v y 

p r i c e  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  a p p l a u s e  S i m o n e  s e e k s , 

a n d  s a d l y ,  s h e  w i l l  p a y  i t  i n  f u l l .

G i f t e d .  D i s t r u s t f u l . 

A n  o l d  s o u l .  J T 

i s  a  n a t u r a l - b o r n 

m u s i c i a n .  H e  m a y  n o t 

d a n c e  l i k e  K e n d a l l  o r 

s i n g  l i k e  h i s  s e c r e t 

l o v e ,  S i m o n e ,  b u t  a s 

t h e  t h i r d  m e m b e r  o f 

E n c o r e ,  h e  h o l d s  h i s  o w n .  J T ’ s  m a i n  g o a l  i s 

g e t t i n g  p a i d  i n  o r d e r  t o  k e e p  h i s  d r u g - a d d i c t 

m o m  a n d  b a b y  s i s t e r  f r o m  l i v i n g  o n  t h e 

s t r e e t s . 

P a s s i o n a t e .  L o y a l . 

P e r f e c t i o n i s t .  Te s s a 

i s  t h e  S o u l  Tr a i n 

D a n c e  C o o r d i n a t o r 

w i t h  a n  e x c e l l e n t 

s e n s e  f o r  t a l e n t . 

S h e  m a t u r e s  a s  a 

b u s i n e s s w o m a n  a n d  f i n d s  h e r  g r o o v e  a s  a 

w i f e ,  w h i l e  c l a s h i n g  w i t h  D o n  C o r n e l i u s  o v e r 

t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  w h a t  S o u l  Tr a i n  s h o u l d  b e .

V a i n .  I m p a t i e n t .  To n s 

o f  f u n .  A  M i l i t a r y 

b r a t ,  K e n d a l l  i s  a 

t e e n a g e d  d a d  t o r n 

b e t w e e n  l o v i n g  h i s 

b a b y ’ s  m a m a ,  a n d 

b e i n g  a  “ p l a y a ”.  A 

t r u e  t a l e n t ,  K e n d a l l  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  l o n g i n g  f o r 

s u c c e s s ,  b u t  g r o w i n g  j e a l o u s  o f  h i s  s i s t e r , 

S i m o n e ,  a s  s h e  g e t s  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  w a n t s .
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THEMES

T H E  D R E A M

-  D O N :  T H E  S H O W  I T S E L F

-  T E S S :  M A K I N G  I T  A S  A  D A N C E  I N S T R U C T O R

-  S I M O N E :  K E N D A L L ,  J T  -  I T ’ S  T H E  M U S I C  B I Z

-  G E R A L D :  P L A Y I N G  T H E  G A M E  &  G O I N G  L E G I T

T H E  S T R U G G L E

-  M A K I N G  I T  I N  A N  U N F O R G I V I N G  W O R L D 

B L A C K  E X C E L L E N C E

B L A C K  C U L T U R E

M U S I C  D R I V E N

G L A M O U R  &  G L I T Z  O F  T H E  1 9 7 0 S

CHARACTER TENSIONS

D O N

-  T H E  M U S I C  B I Z

-  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S

-  T H E  N E T W O R K

-  H I M S E L F

G E R A L D

-  T H E  M O B

-  T H E  L A  P O W E R  S T R U C T U R E

T E S S

-  D O N

-  H E R  D A N C E R S

S I M O N E

-  H E R  F A M I L Y 

-  T H E  B A N D

K E N D A L L

-  H I S  B A B Y  M O M S ,  H I S  K I D

-  T H E  B A N D

J T

-  H I S  F A M I L Y  /  A D D I C T  M O M

-  T H E  B A N D

RELEVANCE

W H A T  I T  C H A N G E D

-  S O U L  T R A I N  M A R K S  T H E  B I R T H  O F  T H E  B L A C K  M E D I A

  M O G U L .  B L A C K  M E D I A  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  S T A R T E D  H E R E .

S A M E  A S  I T  E V E R  W A S

-  B L A C K  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P  I S  S T I L L  A N  U P H I L L  S T R U G G L E .

  I N S T I T U T I O N A L I Z E D  B A R R I E R S  R E M A I N .

-  M A K I N G  I T  I N  S H O W B I Z  I S  S T I L L  A N  U P H I L L  S T R U G G L E .

-  M A N Y  O F  T H E  S A M E  I S S U E S  T H A T  P L A G U E D  T H E  B L A C K

  C O M M U N I T Y  R E M A I N .

IMPACT

S U B V E R S I V E  A F R O C E N T R I C I T Y

S O L I D I F I E D  N A T I O N A L  B L A C K  C U L T U R E

G A V E  B L A C K N E S S  A  N E W  C O N T E X T  O F  B E A U T Y  &  C R E A T I V I T Y

R A T H E R  T H A N  P O L I T I C A L  &  S O C I A L  S T R I F E

B L A C K  A M E R I C A N S

-  A S P I R A T I O N A L

-  E M P O W E R I N G

-  S H O W C A S E D  B L A C K  E X C E L L E N C E

-  S I G N A L E D  A N  A R R I V A L  I N  P R I M E T I M E  T V

-  S P R E A D I N G  O F  T H E  C U L T U R E  ( M U S I C / F A S H I O N / D A N C E )

W H I T E  A M E R I C A N S

-  A  W I N D O W  I N S I D E  B L A C K  C U L T U R E

-  A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  A F R O C E N T R I S M

-  A  S T E P  T O W A R D S  W I D E R  A C C E P T A N C E

-  F I R S T  G L I M P S E  O F  B L A C K  A D V E R T I S I N G

-  F O R  S O M E ,  A  F R I G H T E N I N G  I N T R U S I O N

OUR APPROACH
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THE LOOK OF AN ER A
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THE three pillars
T H E  B I G  I D E A :  T H E  C L A S H ,  T E N S I O N  &  T R I U M P H  O F  L O V E ,  P E A C E  &  S O U L

S O U L  T R A I N ’ S  V I S I O N A R Y  &  H O S T,  D O N  C O R N E L I U S ,  E N D E D  E A C H  E P I S O D E  W I T H  H I S  N O W  L E G E N D A R Y  S I G N - O F F : 
“ W E  B R I N G  Y O U  L O V E ,  P E A C E  &  S O U L ” .  T H E S E  T H R E E  W O R D S  C A P T U R E D  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  T H E  E R A ,  A N D  S A I D  S O  M U C H  W I T H 
S O  L I T T L E .  T H I S  A P P R O A C H  L E V E R A G E S  T H E S E  W O R D S  A S  A  F R A M I N G  D E V I C E  F O R  A L L  O F  T H E  D R A M A  T H A T  U N F O L D S  O N  T H E 
S H O W.

O U R  A N T H E M  S P O T  B E G I N S  W I T H  A  M I S D I R E C T,  C O N T R A S T I N G  T H E  W O R D S  ‘ L O V E ’  A N D  ‘ P E A C E ’  W I T H  T H E  S T R I F E ,  S T R U G G L E , 
A N D  D R A M A  O F  T H E  S H O W  -  N O T  O N LY  W I T H  O U R  C H A R A C T E R S  -  B U T  A L S O  T H E I R  S U R R O U N D I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T.

W I T H  ‘ S O U L ’ ,  W E  B R I N G  I T  B A C K  T O  T H E  T R I U M P H  O F  T H E  S H O W  I T S E L F .  T H E  M U S I C .  T H E  D A N C I N G .  T H E  S T Y L E .  A L L  O F  T H E
I N C R E D I B L E  E L E M E N T S  T H A T  M A K E  T H I S  J O U R N E Y  W O R T H  T A K I N G .

T O N E :  C H A L L E N G I N G  / /  P R O V O C A T I V E  / /  T R I U M P H A N T
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VO:  LOS ANGELES, 1971

A TIME FOR LOVE

A TIME FOR PEACE

A TIME FOR SOUL

BLACK SOUL
OUR SOUL
AMERICAN SOUL 

A M E R I C A N  S O U L
T H E  S H O W  T H A T  G A V E  A M E R I C A

L O V E ,  P E A C E  &  S O U L

P R E M I E R I N G  T U E S D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  5 T H  A T  8 P M

O N LY  O N  B E T

A  V A R I A T I O N  O N  T H E  S T R U C T U R E ,  W H E R E  W E  K E E P  I T  S I M P L E ,  R E P E A T I N G 

T H E  M A N T R A  O F  L O V E ,  P E A C E  &  S O U L  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  E N T I R E  S P O T.  W E ’ L L 

A L T E R N A T E  B E T W E E N  S C E N E S  T H A T  R E F L E C T  T H E  P O S I T I V E  A S P E C T S  O F  T H E 

T H R E E  P I L L A R S ,  T H E N  S W I T C H  T O  S H O W  T H E  N E G A T I V E .  T H I S  W I L L  C A T C H 

V I E W E R S  O F F  G U A R D ,  A N D  D E M O N S T R A T E  T H E  B R E A D T H  A N D  C O M P L E X I T Y  O F 

T H E  C H A R A C T E R S  A N D  T H E  S H O W.

 

G F X :  LOVE

PEACE

SOUL

LOVE

PEACE

SOUL

LOVE

PEACE

SOUL

A M E R I C A N  S O U L
T H E  S H O W  T H A T  G A V E  A M E R I C A

L O V E ,  P E A C E  &  S O U L

P R E M I E R I N G  T U E S D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  5 T H  A T  8 P M

O N LY  O N  B E T

A R C H I V A L  S H O T S  O F  L A  /  P O L I C E  /  P R O T E S T S

A R C H I V A L  B L A C K  P A N T H E R S  /  C I V I L  R I G H T S  /  E T C

D O N  F A M I L Y  D R A M A  -  W I T H  W I F E ,  S O N

T E S S A  F I G H T I N G  W I T H  D O N

S I M O N E  B A N D  D R A M A

K E N D A L L  F I G H T I N G  W I T H  H I S  B A B Y ’ S  M O T H E R

G E R A L D  A N D  M O B  T H U G S

V I E T N A M  /  T H E  C R I P S  /  P O L I C E  S H O O T I N G  S C E N E

D O N  W I T H  A  G U N  I N  H I S  L A P

J T  W I T H  H I S  M O T H E R

G E R A L D  &  C H A R L E S  B O B B I T  S C E N E

T E N S I O N  W I T H  T H E  B A N D

G L A D Y S  N I G H T,  D O N N A  S U M E R ,  E N C O R E ,  E T C 

D A Z Z L I N G  M O N T A G E  O F  A L L  T H E  C O O L  C L O T H E S

D A N C E R S  /  M U S I C I A N S  R E H E A R S I N G  /  P E R F O R M I N G

T H E  S H O W  I N  F U L L  S W I N G

D O N  I N  C O N T R O L ,  C A L L I N G  T H E  S H O T S

R A P I D  F L A S H  C U T S  O F  E V E R Y T H I N G

T U N E  I N

TEASE TEASE - alt
THE THREE PILLARS
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LOVE PEACE & DON 

V O :  DON CORNELIUS 
THE ORIGINAL BLACK MEDIA MOGUL 
WHO CHANGED THE WORLD WITH 
THREE SIMPLE WORDS

LOVE
PEACE
&SOUL

BEFORE TYLER
BEFORE OPRAH
BEFORE DIDDY
THERE WAS DON

A M E R I C A N  S O U L
T H E  S H O W  T H A T  G A V E  A M E R I C A  L O V E ,  P E A C E  &  S O U L

P R E M I E R I N G  T U E S D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  5 T H  A T  8 P M

O N LY  O N  B E T

LOVE PEACE & JT

V O :  JEFFREY “JT ” TUCKER
A NATURAL BORN MUSICIAN
WHO LIVES & BREATHES

LOVE
PEACE
& SOUL

HE’S DOING IT FOR HIS FAMILY
FOR HIS MUSIC
AND FOR HIS SOUL

A M E R I C A N  S O U L
T H E  S H O W  T H A T  G A V E  A M E R I C A  L O V E ,  P E A C E  &  S O U L

P R E M I E R I N G  T U E S D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  5 T H  A T  8 P M

O N LY  O N  B E T

LOVE PEACE & TESSA

V O :  TESSA LORRAINE
SHE’S GOT THE DRIVE & AMBITION 
THE POWER & PERFECTION OF

LOVE 
PEACE
& SOUL

IF SHE CAN KEEP IT ALL TOGETHER 
SHE’S GONNA SHOW THE WORLD 
EVERYTHING SHE’S GOT

A M E R I C A N  S O U L
T H E  S H O W  T H A T  G A V E  A M E R I C A  L O V E ,  P E A C E  &  S O U L

P R E M I E R I N G  T U E S D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  5 T H  A T  8 P M

O N LY  O N  B E T

CHAR ACTERS SPOTS
THE THREE PILLARS
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DESIGN EXPLOR ATION
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DESIGN EXPLOR ATION
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DESIGN EXPLOR ATION
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DESIGN EXPLOR ATION
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OUR APPROACH

T H E  Y E A R  I S  1 9 7 1 .

T h e  C i v i l  R i g h t  M o v e m e n t  i s  w e l l  u n d e r w a y .  B l a c k  A m e r i c a  i s  r i p e  w i t h  p r i d e  a n d  p o s s i b i l i t y .  I t ’ s  a  t i m e 

o f  g r e a t  c h a n g e  i n  A m e r i c a .  B u t  w i t h  c h a n g e  c o m e s  d i s c o m f o r t .  T h e r e ’ s  a n  u p s e t  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  a n d 

t e n s i o n s  a r e  h i g h .

 

T h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s  l i k e  D r .  K i n g ,  p o l i c e  v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  a n  u g l y  w a r  l e f t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  n e e d  o f 

h e a l i n g .  B l a c k  a r t i s t s  c a m e  t o  t h e  r e s c u e  w i t h  i c o n i c  r e c o r d s  l i k e  M a r v i n  G a y e ’ s  W h a t ’ s  G o i n g  O n ,  I s a a c 

H a y e s ’  B l a c k  M o s e s  a n d  A r e t h a  F r a n k l i n ’ s  Y o u n g ,  G i f t e d  a n d  B l a c k  w i t h  t h a t  s w e e t ,  s o o t h i n g  A m e r i c a n 

S o u l .  B l a c k  P o w e r  +  B l a c k  r a d i c a l  t h o u g h t ,  m o v e m e n t ,  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  a c t i o n  w e r e  l o u d l y  d e c l a r e d .  A n d 

t h e  m e s s a g e  w a s  c l e a r :  B l a c k  i s  B e a u t i f u l .
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BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING D i g i t a l  /  S o c i a l  /  L i v e  –  N o w  v s  T h e n
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BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING
S O U L  T R A I N  G A V E  B L A C K  A M E R I C A  T H E  P L A T F O R M  T O  S H I N E 

O U T S I D E  T H E  C O N F I N E S  O F  W H I T E  G A T E K E E P E R S  I N  M E D I A .

FOR  T HE  F IRS T  T IME ,  BL AC K  MUSIC ,  S T Y LE  A ND  DA NC E 
WA S  BE ING  DEPIC T ED  R AW  A ND  UNF ILT ERED,  C ATA PULT ING 
T HE  C A REERS  OF  M A N Y.

D O N  H A D  A  V I S I O N ,  A  D R E A M  O F  S E E I N G  P O S I T I V E  I M A G E S  O F  B L A C K  P E O P L E  O N  T E L E V I S I O N .  

H O W E V E R ,  T H E  V E R Y  A C T  O F  D R E A M I N G  W H I L E  B L A C K  W A S  A  R E V O L U T I O N A R Y  A C T .

DON ’S  V IS ION,  SOUL  T R A IN ,  BEC A ME  A  L AUNC HING  PA D 
FOR  T HOSE  W HO  H A D  T HE  AUDAC I T Y  T O  DRE A M.  
HOW E VER ,  W E ’LL  LE A RN  T H AT  M A N Y  OF  T HE  C H A R AC T ERS 
IN  A MERIC A N  SOUL  H AVE  A  ROUGH  JOURNE Y  A HE A D.
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M U S I C :  M A R V I N  G A Y E  -  I  W A N T  Y O U
I n  t h i s  c o n c e p t  t e a s e  D o n  r e d e f i n e s  t h e  b l a c k  A m e r i c a n  D r e a m .  A  s e r i e s  o f  c l i p s  a n d  m o t i o n  p o r t ra i t s  w i t h  t h e  b a c k d r o p  o f  a  r e i m a g i n e d 
A m e r i c a n  f l a g  w i l l  l i t e ra l l y  a n d  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  c a p t u r e  A m e r i c a n  S o u l .

PHASE 1 / TEASE / 30-15 sec
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING

20

DON: PEOPLE DIDN’ T SEE YOU FOR WHO YOU WERE WHEN YOU FIRST STARTED
 L A T C H  G E T S  A R R E S T E D .   D O N  G E T S  P U L L E D  O V E R . 

TODAY I  CHALLENGE YOU TO DREAM
 S I M O N E  S T A N D S  D E F I A N T L Y  I N  F R O N T  O F  T H E  F L A G

BECAUSE I ’M NOT JUST MAKING A DANCE SHOW
 Q U I C K  C U T S  O F  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  D A N C I N G  O N  A  C O L O R F U L  S E T.

I ’M BUILDING A LEGACY 
 A  F L U T T E R  O F  M U S I C  A C T S  -  G L A D Y S ,  D I A N A ,  T H E  C H I - L I T E S

COME TO SOUL TRAIN.  SEE ME FOR WHO I  AM 

 C U T  T O  D O N  A G A I N S T  A M E R I C A N  F L A G .   H E  H O L D S  H I S  F I S T  T O  H I S  C H E S T.

SEE THIS FOR WHAT IT COULD BE.

G F X :  A M E R I C A N  S O U L .   C O M I N G  I N  F E B R U A R Y.
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I n  t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  c h a r a c t e r  I D s ,  w e  w i l l  u s e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  s u r r e a l  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  e n o r m i t y  o f  w h a t ’s  a t  s t a k e  f o r  e a c h  o f  o u r  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r s . 
T h e s e  t a b l e a u s  g i v e  u s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s e e  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  s / h e  i s  u p  a g a i n s t .  D o n  a l o n e  o n  t h e  S o u l  T r a i n  s o u n d s t a g e  s t a n d i n g  i n 
h i s  d r e a m .  J T  a l o n e  i n  t h e  b a c k  a l l e y  o f  M a  M a b e l ’s  w e i g h i n g  l i f e s t y l e  o p t i o n s  t h a t  c o u l d  m a k e  o r  b r e a k  h i m .  G e r a l d  a l o n e  a f t e r  a  b u s y  n i g h t 
i n  a n  e m p t y ,  m e s s y  “ G u y s  a n d  D o l l s ”  h o l d i n g  o n  t o  t h e  v i s i o n  t h a t  g o t  h i m  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  D r a m a t i c  c a m e r a  m o v e s  a s s i s t  i n  p l a y i n g 
u p  t h e  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t h e i r  s e t t i n g s .  S o u l f u l  m u s i c  a n d  a  m i x  o f  s o u n d  b i t e s  a n d  s p o k e n  c h a r a c t e r  c o p y  g i v e  c u e s  o f  e a c h 
i n d i v i d u a l ’s  p e r s o n a l  d r a m a .  T h e s e  I D s  a r e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a b s t r a c t ,  e t h e r e a l ,  a t  m o m e n t s  o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  h o p e f u l  a n d  p o w e r f u l .

PHASE 2 / THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD / 30 sec CHAR ACTER SPOTS

21

BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING
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M U S I C :  A R E T H A  F R A N K L I N  -  D A Y  D R E A M I N G

T h e  o p e n i n g  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  t o  A r e t h a  F r a n k l i n ’s  D a y  D r e a m i n g  p l a y s .  T h e  c a m e r a  g l i d e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e t  o f  S o u l  T r a i n .  L i g h t s  d o w n . 
E m p t y .   W e  c a t c h  a  g l i m p s e  o f  D o n ,  d a y  d r e a m i n g .  W e  b e g i n  t o  s e e  w h a t  h e  s e e s .  B e a u t i f u l  b l a c k  p e o p l e .  D a n c i n g  a r o u n d  h i m .  
I n  a  s u r r e a l  w a y ,  t h e  s e t  i s  a l i v e ,  y e t  h e  r e m a i n s  s t i l l ,  l o s t  i n  h i s  v i s i o n .   A l l  t h e  w h i l e  w e  h e a r  s o u n d  b i t e s  f r o m  t h e  s h o w  d e p i c t i n g  t h e 
s t r u g g l e s  a n d  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  h i s  l i f e .

B R O O K S :  WHEN WILL YOU COLORED GUYS FIGURE OUT THE POWER YOU ACTUALLY HAVE?

D E L O R E S :  I  THOUGHT WE AGREED THE HOUSE FUNDS WERE OFF LIMITS

D O N :  SO YOU WANT ME TO GIVE UP ON OUR DREAMS ?

D E L O R E S :  NO I  WANT YOU HERE WITH ME

 S F X :  TONY SOBBS

T O N Y :  WHY DOESN’ T DADDY WANT TO BE WITH US?

C H A R L E S :  WALK AWAY KID. YOU AIN’ T BANDSTAND

D O N :  IF  I  DON’ T DO EVERYTHING I  CAN TO MAKE THIS WORK. I  WON’ T MAKE IT. I  JUST WON’ T. 

 S F X :  FAINT TV IN THE BACKGROUND

D O N :  NATIONAL SYNDICATION.  14 CITIES.  IT ’S  HAPPENING.  IT ’S  REALLY HAPPENING!

 S F X :  SOOOUUUUUUUL TRAIN!  

D E L O R E S :  I  KNEW YOU COULD YOU DO IT

T h e  c a m e r a  c l o s e s  i n  o n  D o n .   H i s  d a r k e n e d  s u r r o u n d i n g s  n o w  i l l u m i n a t e d  a n d  v i b r a n t .  H e  l o o k s  u p ,  s t r a i g h t  t o  c a m e r a ,  a n d  s m i l e s . 
 
G F X :  A  d r e a m  w o r t h  c h a s i n g  a t  a n y  c o s t s .
G F X :  A m e r i c a n  S o u l .  C o m i n g  i n  F e b r u a r y .  O n  B E T.  

PHASE 2 / THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD / 30 sec /  DON CHAR ACTER SPOT
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING



23

M U S I C :  M A R V I N  G A Y E  -  I N N E R  C I T Y  B L U E S

T h e  o p e n i n g  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  t o  M a r v i n  G a y e ’s  “ I n n e r  C i t y  B l u e s ”  p l a y s .   T h e  b a c k  a l l e y  o f  M a  M a b e l ’s  R e s t a u r a n t .   O p e n  w i t h  c l o s e  u p 
o f  J T  h o l d i n g  h i s  h e a d  i n  h i s  h a n d s .   T h e  c a m e r a  p u l l s  o u t  a s  h e  s l o w l y  p u l l s  h i s  h a n d s  a w a y  f r o m  h i s  f a c e .   A l l  t h e  w h i l e  w e  h e a r 
s o u n d  b i t e s  f r o m  t h e  s h o w  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  h i s  l i f e .

J T :  I  CAN’ T KEEP  BUSSIN’  TABLES BY DAY AND CHASING DREAMS AT NIGHT. IT AIN’ T ENOUGH

 S F X :  BABY SCREAMS

K E N D A L L :  YO JUNKIE ASS MOMMA, BITCH!

S I M O N E :  THANK YOU FOR ALWAYS BELIEVING.

J T :  IN YOU? ALWAYS.

 S F X :  POLICE SIRENS

R E G G I E :  REVOLUTION DON’ T COME EASY, BABY.

M R .  W I L L A R D :  WHAT EXACTLY YOU GON’  DO, JULIUS? YOU DAMN SURE AIN’ T YO’  FATHER’S SON!

 S F X :  GUN SHOTS

T h e  c a m e r a  p a s s e s  o v e r  a  p o o l  o f  b l o o d .   H i s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  d a r k e n .   A  w i d e  s h o t  r e v e a l s  J T  s t a n d i n g  o v e r  w h a t 
l o o k s  t o  b e  a  d e a d  b o d y .   H i s  g u i t a r  s t r a p p e d  t o  h i s  b a c k .  T h e  m o m e n t  f e e l s  s u r r e a l . 
H e  l o o k s  u p ,  s t r a i g h t  t o  c a m e r a . 
 
G F X :  A  d r e a m  w o r t h  c h a s i n g  a t  a n y  c o s t s .
G F X :  A m e r i c a n  S o u l .  C o m i n g  i n  F e b r u a r y .  O n  B E T.  

PHASE 2 / THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD / 30 sec / JT CHAR ACTER SPOT
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING
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M U S I C :  B I L L  W I T H E R S  -  U s e  M e

T h e  o p e n i n g  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  t o  B i l l  W i t h e r s ’  “ U s e  M e ”  p l a y s .   A  s e r i e s  o f  c l o s e  u p s .   T h e  s u r f a c e  o f  a  b l a c k  b a r  c o u n t e r .   B r o k e n  g l a s s .  
S p i l t  l i q u o r .   T h e  l e f t o v e r  m e s s  o f  a  b u s y  n i g h t  a t  G u y s  a n d  D o l l s ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w  e m p t y .   A l l  t h e  w h i l e  w e  h e a r  s o u n d  b i t e s  f r o m  t h e  s h o w 
d e p i c t i n g  G e r a l d ’s  p r e s e n t  a n d  t h e  o u t l o o k  o f  h i s  f u t u r e .

M I K E Y :   PLEASE GERALD. FOR THE LOVE OF EVERYTHING. DON’ T KILL ME.

G E R A L D :   CALM DOWN.  I  AIN’ T GONNA KILL YA . NOT IF  YOU GET MY MONEY. 

 S F X :  MAN SCREAMS IN AGONY

G E R A L D :  I ’LL  SET YA UP, FOR A SMALL FINDERS FEE. 

D O N :   WORD GETS OUT I ’M PAYING FOR ARTIST, SOUL TRAIN’LL NEVER BE LEGIT. 

G E R A L D :    I ’M ON THE GROUND FLOOR, I  WANT YOU WITH ME. THESE BEES IS MONEY, DON.

 ( A  B E A T )

G E R A L D :   SAY IT WITH ME, DON, ‘BEES IS MONEY’
C l o s e  u p  o n  a  p i l e  o f  c a s h .   H a n d s  c o m e  i n t o  f r a m e ,  c o u n t i n g  b i l l s  s t a i n e d  w i t h  b l o o d .  

T h e  c a m e r a  p u l l s  o u t  t o  r e v e a l  G e r a l d .   H e  s i t s  i n  h i s  e m p t y  c l u b .   H i s  d a r k  s u r r o u n d i n g s  i l l u m i n a t e d  w i t h  a  h i n t  o f  r e d .   T h e  d e v i l  c a n 
d r e a m .   H e  l o o k s  u p ,  s t r a i g h t  t o  c a m e r a ,  a n d  f l a s h e s  a  m i s c h i e v o u s  g r i n . 
 
G F X :  A  d r e a m  w o r t h  c h a s i n g  a t  a n y  c o s t s .
G F X :  A m e r i c a n  S o u l .  C o m i n g  i n  F e b r u a r y .  O n  B E T.  

PHASE 2 / THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD / 30 sec / GER ALD CHAR ACTER SPOT
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING
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A n c h o r e d  w i t h  D o n ’ s  m o v i n g  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  S o u l  Tr a i n  G a n g ,  t h i s  s p o t  f u s e s  p i v o t a l  s h o w  c l i p s  w i t h  o u r 
r e i m a g i n e d  A m e r i c a n  F l a g  i m a g e  s h o t s  o f  o u r  c a s t  l o o k i n g  b r a v e  a n d  s t r o n g .

M U S I C :   T H E  S T Y L I S T I C S  -  P E O P L E  M A K E  T H E  W O R L D  G O  ‘ R O U N D  

PHASE 3 / launch a / the audacity to dream / 30-15 sec 
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING

DON: AT THIS MOMENT, YOU’RE STANDING IN A DREAM. MY DREAM.

    G L A D Y S  K N I G H T  A T  T H E  P I A N O  I S  A B O U T  T O  S I N G  H E R  F A V O R I T E  S O N G .  S I M O N E  A N D  K E N D A L L  E A G E R L Y  W A I T  I N  T H E  W I N G S  B A C K S T A G E . 

   T E S S A  S M I L E S  L O N G I N G L Y  W H I L E  W A T C H I N G  T A L E N T E D  P E R F O R M E R S  O N  S T A G E .

IN CASE YOU NEVER HAD A DREAM OF YOUR OWN, LET ME TELL YOU, IT DON’ T COME FAST, CHEAP OR EASY.

    G E R A L D  S H O V E S  A  M A N  I N T O  T H E  T R U N K  O F  A  C A R .  J T  S C R E A M S  A S  H E  S C R E E C H E S  A W A Y  I N  T H E  U N I N T E N T I O N A L  G E T A W A Y  C A R . 

 M R S .  C L A R K E  C O L L A P S E S  A T  T H E  N E W S  O F  H E R  H U S B A N D ’ S  D E A T H .  

YOU PROTECT IT AT ALL COSTS. I  WILL PROTECT IT AT ALL COSTS.

    D O N ’ S  W I F E  D E L O R E S  A N G R I LY  H A N G S  U P  T H E  P H O N E .  J T  H O L D S  H I S  C R Y I N G  B A B Y  S I S T E R .  K E N D A L L  L O O K S  O V E R  T O  H I S  A N G R Y 

 B A B Y  M A M A  A C R O S S  T H E  C O U R T R O O M .  D O N  O N  T H E  S O U L  T R A I N  S O U N D S T A G E  S T A N D S  S T I L L ,  T A K I N G  I T  A L L  I N .

GFX:  AMERICAN SOUL. COMING IN FEBRUARY.
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M U S I C :  J A M E S  B R O W N  -  G E T  O N  T H E  G O O D  F O O T

B r i g h t ,  c o l o r f u l ,  c e l e b r a t o r y .  T h i s  c l i p - b a s e d  s p o t  e m b o d i e s  t h e  d r e a m  t h a t  i s  S o u l  Tr a i n .  B o l d ,  w i l d  a n d  f r e e  d r e a m e r s  a r e  i n  t h e i r  f u l l  g l o r y …
u n t i l  r e a l i t y  s e t s  i n .  I t  t a k e s  a  l o t  o f  g u t s  t o  d r e a m  t h i s  b i g .

D O N :  THIS IS  THE DREAM. WE CAN’ T STOP HERE.

   M U S I C  D R O P S .  L I G H T S  C O M E  U P  O N  T H E  S O U L  T R A I N  S O U N D S T A G E .  P E R F O R M E R S  A N D  D A N C E R S  G L E A M .  D O N  C O R N E L I U S ,  A T  T H E  H E L M  O F  I T  A L L  B E A M S .

D O N :  NATIONAL SYNDICATION. 14 CITIES. IT ’S  HAPPENING. IT ’S  REALLY HAPPENING!

   D E L O R E S ,  E X C I T E D  H U G G I N G  A N D  K I S S I N G  D O N .

S I M O N E :  SO NERVOUS, I  DON’ T NOW WHAT TO DO!

   S I M O N E  A N D  K E N D A L L  K I L L  I T  I N  T H E I R  A U D I T I O N . 

T E S S A :  WE TAPE SATURDAYS FROM TEN UNTIL . WELCOME TO SOUL TRAIN.

   S I M O N E  A N D  K E N D A L L  H U G  E X C I T E D L Y.  G E R A L D  A N D  D O N  T O A S T  G L A S S E S  O F  W H I S K E Y.  T E S S A  A N D  P A T R I C K  K I S S  P A S S I O N A T E L Y.

D O N :  YOU MAKE A MISTAKE, KEEP DANCING. YOU BREAK AN ANKLE, KEEP DANCING. DON’ T YOU DARE STOP.

   D A N C E R S  D A N C E  C O M P E T I T I V E L Y.  A G G R E S S I V E L Y.  J T  L O O K S  D I S A P P O I N T E D  T O W A R D S  H I S  J U N K Y  M O T H E R .  S O L D I E R S  I N  V I E T N A M  R U N  F R O M  F I R E .

G F X :  A DREAM WORTH CHASING

PHASE 3 / launch B / DREAMING WILD AND FREE / 60-30 sec 
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING
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PHASE 3 / launch B / DREAMING WILD AND FREE continue / 60-30 
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING

D O N :  I  KEEP WAITING FOR IT TO ALL GO WRONG. BUT IT HASN’ T AND I  DON’ T THINK IT WILL .

G F X :  AT ANY COST.
   M U S I C  D R O P S  O U T  F O R  A  B E A T. 

R E G G I E  ( F R O M  B A C K S E A T  O F  C A R ,  H O L D I N G  G U N ) :  GO!  GO!  GO!

   J T  D R I V E S  G E T A W A Y  C A R ,  S H O C K E D  A N D  A N G R Y.

S I M O N E :  I ’M DOING THE SHOW JT, EVEN IF  I ’M DOING IT BY MYSELF.

   S I M O N E ,  J T  A N D  K E N D A L L  A R G U E .  S I M O N E ,  B A N G S  O N  D O O R .

T E S S A :  BE CAREFUL, BABY.

   T E S S A  K I S S E S  H U S B A N D  A S  H E  W A L K S  A W A Y  D R E S S E D  I N  P O L I C E  U N I F O R M .

J T :  I ’M OUT.

R E G G I E :  OUT ? YOU BLACK IN AMERICA BROTHER, AIN’ T NO GETTING OUT.

   J T  C O N F R O N T S  L A N D L O R D .  D O N  C O N F R O N T S  L A R G E  B O D Y  G U A R D S .

D O N :  YOU KNOW MONEY. I  KNOW MEN. AND KNOWING THEIR WEAKNESSES IS MORE VALUABLE THAN GOLD.

   T W O  B A R E LY  D R E S S E D  W O M E N  A P P R O A C H  A  M A N  I N  H I S  H O T E L  R O O M  A S  D O N  T U R N S  A W A Y  S M I R K I N G .

G E R A L D :  YOU DON’ T GIVE A DAMN, HUH?

   A  C R E S C E N D O  O F  H I G H  E N E R G Y  M O M E N T S  W I T H  O U R  C H A R A C T E R S ,  B O T H  H I G H  A N D  L O W.

D O N :  IT ’S  GONNA BE A STONE GAS, HONEY.

G F X :  AMERICAN SOUL COMING IN FEBRUARY.
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BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING

HOW ONE MAN’S DREAM AWAKENED A NATION

WHEN LIFE WAS BLACK AND WHITE, HE DREAMED IN COLOR

WHEN LIFE WAS BLACK AND WHITE, THEY DREAMED IN COLOR

THE REVOLUTION WAS TELEVISED

THE UNTOLD STORY OF HOW AMERICA GOT ITS SOUL

THE SHOW THAT GAVE AMERICA LOVE, PEACE & SOUL

BEFORE OPRAH. BEFORE TYLER. BEFORE DIDDY. THERE WAS DON. 

THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE AMERICAN SOUL

THE SHOW THAT PAINTED AMERICA BLACK

THE INCREDIBLE STORY OF THE SHOW THAT CHANGED IT ALL

THE SHOW THAT CHANGED IT ALL

THE UNITED STATES OF SOUL

THE BIRTH OF OUR NATIONAL SOUL

DO YOU BELIEVE IN SOUL?

THE TRAIN THAT BROUGHT THE SOUL

TAGLINES
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING
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SATURDAY SOUL SESSION(S)
 DAY PARTIES IN SELECT CITIES. 
 CORREL ATE WITH SOUL TR AIN TUNE IN TIME OF SATURDAY AT NOON. 

ART IS ACTIVSM (NOW VS THEN) 
 PANELS/DISCUSSIONS/HEALTHY COMMENTARY/DEBATES ON NOW VS THEN (STREAMED)
 AUDACIOUS ACT OF CELEBR ATING BL ACK PRIDE/BL ACK IS BEAUTIFUL.  

FASHION WEEK /HARLEM FASHION ROW - 
 BET SPONSORED EXECUTION.   COVER AGE FOR SOCIAL/DIGITAL

DIGITAL BET.COM/ST YLE – 
 COMPARING THE ST YLES ON SOUL TR AIN TO THE TRENDS THAT ARE OUT NOW. 
 THE EMBR ACE OF AFROCENTRIC HERITAGE.
 STREET ST YLES TODAY VS SOUL TR AIN BACK THEN AND WHAT IT  MEANS TO INDIVIDUAL – 
 BL ACK PRIDE IN DRESS.

AMERICAN SOUL SPOTIF Y PL AYLISTS USING OUR KEY ART AS ALBUM COVER

DIGITAL/SOCIAL – AMERICAN SOUL FILTER
 I  AM _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 I  AM _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 I  AM AN AMERICAN SOUL.

OOH / 360 / PR / DIGITAL / SOCIAL
BLACK AMERICAN DREAMING
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D E S I G N  E X P L O R A T I O NBLACK AMERICAN DREAMING



THANK YOU


